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AIMS AND PRIORITIES 

1. PILOT SCHEME OF PARTICIPATORY POLICY MAKING
Supporting and testing innovative mechanisms of public
participation on twelve pilot projects across various levels
of public policy-making

2. ANALYSIS OF CURRENT STATUS-QUO AND MAPPING OF
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Developing a knowledge base through systematic and
targeted research activities in the area of participatory
policy-making

3. ANALYSIS OF EXISTING LEGISLATIVE FRAMES INVOLVING
PARTICIPATION
Mapping existing legislative environment in relation to
public engagement in policy-making. The objective was to
suggest appropriate amendments and to advocate for the
adoption of new policies, legislative tools and initiatives.

4. CAPACITY BUILDING
Training and development of a special educational
programme focusing on implementing innovative
participation policy-making processes.
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ACTIVITY 1 /
pilot scheme of the participation public policy-making

pilot scheme = 12 pilot projects = 4 levels of pilot project realization
• national level – 2 projects
Associations for patient protection /Ministry of Health, Slovakia/
Youth Council of Slovakia /Ministry of Education, Slovakia/

• regional level – 2 projects
Špirála Civic Association /  self-governed Trenčín region
Associations providing assistance for Mentally impaired people / self-governed Bratislava region

• micro regional level – 2 projects
Center of Anthropological Studies / villages of Spišský Hrhov, Doľany, Domanovce, 
Klčov, Nemešany, Baldovce, Buglovce (village cluster of the Spiš region)
Center of Ethnicity and Culture Research /  town of Svidník, OZ Dukla area

• local level – 6 projects (5 towns, 1 village)
Friends of the Earth / town of Partizánske
Utópia Civic Association / town of Trnava
Union of the Blind and Visually Impaired / town of Nitra
Ekopolis Foundation / town of Banská Bystrica
Roma Institute / village of Markušovce



ACTIVITY 1 /
pilot scheme of the participation public policy-making

• waste management,
• environmental awareness and education,
• participation budget, participation planning,
• open data,
• integration and social inclusion: Roma

communities and people stricken by poverty and 
social exclusion, mentally impaired people, visually
impaired people, vulnerable groups, third country 
nationals, and immigrants,

• sustainable mobility, 
• accessible cities,
• social and economic development,
• health care – strategy of long-term care depended

clients,
• youth.





ACTIVITY 2 /
analytical, methodical and legislative support 

for implementing participatory policy-making to practice 

• theoretical background of participation, 
• analysis of methods, conditions and possibilities for 

participation in Slovakia and abroad,
• design and planning public participation projects,
• measuring the quality of participation, 
• monitoring and evaluation of participatory processes at 

all levels,
• vulnarable groups in public policy-making,
• social benefits and economic efficiency of participation, 
• participatory budgeting,
• analyzing existing participatory instruments in the 

legislative framework in Slovakia and abroad and their
effectiveness,

• special educational programme,
• Academy of Active Citizenship - open learning platform

for NGO´s representatives and university students, 
• pilot university programme focusing to open

government principles, participation and new culture of 
governance

• publishing edition PARTICIPATION





• WHAT WE FOUND OUT ...
• language – speak clearly and in an understandable way
• capacity building in public administration environment is a must, 
• forcing them to learn by action - learning by doing – pilot 

schemes of participatory policy making are the best way how to 
change institutional setting,

• new topics and research tasks – never stop searching for more 
knowledge, 

• sharing teoretical outcomes and testing them in real world – life
knows the right answers, 

• common participatory knowledge managment, 
• supporting Community of Practice,

• best way of learning is sharing, 
• offering safe space, theraphy and recognision, 

• thinking how to empower people without a voice
• solidarity - creativity – inovations – social capital
• working with university students – create new programmes and 

ask them to be part of your work,
• practical approach – mistakes are part of proccess and usefull

knowledge.



Key words
partnership and dialogue, 
participation and policy – making process,
pilot scheme of participatory policy making,
participatory budgeting – schools and municipalities, 
vulnerable groups involving and empowerment, 
reasearch focused on diffrent ingridients of 
participation, 
capacity builduing, 
communities of practice, 
legislation.





Barbara Gindlová 
Chief State Counselor
Office of Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic
for the Civil Society Development
Supporting partnership and dialogue in participatory public policy-making

barbara.gindlova@minv.sk
00421 908 333 881

mailto:barbara.gindlova@minv.sk

